

We’ve Got The Power! Project Rubric
Role:  You are a concerned 6th grade scientist!

Audience: U.S. Representative for the 9th District, Congressman Steve Cohen 

Format: A formal persuasive business letter

Topic: What alternative source of energy is right for the U.S. in the future?

Your task: As a 6th grade scientist, you have knowledge about our country’s source of energy that you would like to share! Every day, we see gas prices go up and up and our energy bills to heat our homes are on the rise, because our supply of oil and coal are decreasing very fast.  We need to find another source of energy – and fast! Your job is to research the alternative sources of energy that we have available to us, and to write to our Representative in the government about why we should use this source of energy in the future.  

Your letter: You will need to write a 3 – 4 paragraph letter to Congressman Steve Cohen, our representative, who speaks for us and our ideas in the House of Representatives in our nation’s capital, Washington, D.C.  We will actually be sending these letters to his office when we are done – so let’s make sure we are putting forth our best effort!

Due date: our last day to work on them in class is Friday, October 22nd 
We will print our letters on Monday, October 25th
	Part of letter
	Description
	Points

	Heading 
	For a formal business letter, you will need to include the Representative’s address and the address of our school, as well as the date you are writing your letter
	                2 points

	Introduction
	In your introduction, you need to introduce yourself as a PCA 6th grade scholar, and also you will need to tell the Congressman what source of energy you think would be best.
	                3 points

	Body: 1st paragraph
	Advantages of your source of energy: In this paragraph, you need to name at least 2 to 3 advantages.  Why is your source of energy better than the rest?
	                5 points

	Body: 2nd paragraph
	Possible problems/ disadvantages of your source of energy: In this paragraph, you need to name at least 2 to 3 disadvantages.  Why could this source of energy cause problems if we use it?
	                5 points

	Closing 
	In your closing, you need to summarize why your source of energy is the best alternative to turn to in the future.  Then, make sure you thank the Congressman for his time and for reading your letter!
	                3 points

	Correct punctuation, capitalization, and grammar


	· Are you using correct spelling?

· Are you using correct grammar (i.e. correctly your & you’re, there, they’re & their)

· Are you capitalizing where you need to?
	               2 points

	Total Points
	
	             20 points


We’ve Got the Power! Daily Schedule 

	Date
	What you should be working on during that class period:
	Checklist for what you should have done by the end of class:

	Tuesday
	· The classwork activities that Ms. McGuirk has for you

·  Getting familiar with the different sources of energy so that you can make the right choice for you!
	· Your classwork 

· Your homework worksheet from the reading in your textbook

· You should know what alternative source of energy you want to do your project about!



	Wednesday
	·  Researching the advantages and disadvantages of your alternative form of energy

·  Use your textbook and online resources to help you!
	· Your research guide worksheet

·  You should know 2-3 advantages of your alternative source of energy

· You should know 2-3 disadvantages of your alternative source of energy

· You should know 1 unique fact about your alternative source of energy



	Thursday
	·  Finishing up your research 

·  Start writing up your rough draft
	·  Your rough draft guide worksheet

·  A rough draft of your Introduction

·  A rough draft of your 1st paragraph in the body of your letter

· A rough draft of your 2nd paragraph in the body of your letter

·  A rough draft of your Closing



	Friday
	·  Typing up your final draft


	·  The final draft of your letter saved into Ms. McGuirk’s Dropbox 

“Your Last Name First Initial Energy Letter” 




IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS regarding your letter projects:

· YOU MAY NOT CHANGE THE FONT AND SIZE OF YOUR LETTER (It must be size 12 font and the style must be Cambria)
· The last day to work on them in class is Friday, October 22nd 

· If you would like to work on your project at home over the weekend, you must bring a jump drive to school to save your letter in order to be able to work on it
· YOUR LETTER WILL BE PRINTED ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 25th 
