Name ___________________________________    Section _______________          Date: Wednesday, February 16, 2011
· While watching the Brain Pop video on “Ocean Currents,” think about the following questions.  Then during the discussion of the video, write down your answers!

(1) What is the main force that drives surface currents?  ____________________________________________________

(2) What causes the Coriolis Effect?  ___________________________________________________________________________

(3) The Gulf Stream delivers warm water to what region? ___________________________________________________

(4) What happens to the warm water carried by the Gulf Stream?  _________________________________________

(5) What happens to warm ocean water when it loses heat energy?  _______________________________________

(6) What is the system of deep and shallow currents that circles the earth called?  

“______________________   __________________________   ________________”

(7) How does it take ocean water to travel completely around the Earth?  _________________________________

Using your knowledge of the Coriolis Effect and currents, look at the diagram below to identify in which directions our currents move in the Northern Hemisphere versus the Southern Hemisphere:
Now draw your own example of how currents flow in the image below!
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[image: image2.png]The Gulf Stream is a warm water current that begins in the Gulf of Mexico. A diagram of the
Gulf Stream is shown below.
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· Currents in the Northern Hemisphere flow __________________________ because of the Coriolis Effect.

· Currents in the Southern Hemisphere flow ___________________________ because of the Coriolis Effect.





Look at the diagram to the left:

(1) What type of current is the Gulf Stream?


_________________________________________________________

(2) Which color arrow represents the Gulf Stream?


​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________

(3) What best describes the movement of water in the Gulf Stream?


___________________________________________________________

