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Practicing Cornell Notes: Controls & Variables 

	
	

	Variable
	Anything in an experiment that can ___________________

	
	“vari” means: _____________

	
	“able” means: _______   ______

	
	

	Cause and Effect
	Does crushing a sugar cube effect the rate at which the sugar dissolves in water?

	
	the water?

	
	Cause:

	
	          * This is called the __________________ variable.

	
	Effect:

	
	           * This is called the __________________ variable.

	Independent Variable
	What you manipulate (_____________   _____   ________________)

	“I change the independent
	in an experiment.

	Variable”
	

	Dependent Variable
	What happens in an experiment because of the ___________________

	“The Dependent Variable
	variable. 

	depends on what I change”
	

	Control
	What you keep the ____________.

	“The Control is used to 
	So it doesn’t interfere with your ___________________ variable!

	Compare”
	

	Example:
	

	Larry’s muscle cream
	What is the independent variable?

	   
	What is the dependent variable?

	
	What is the control?

	
	

	Check For Understanding
	How many days does it take an acid to dissolve a nail?

	
	Independent variable:                             Dependent variable:

	
	                     Control:        


	
	Which color of Gatorade gives you the most energy?

	
	Independent variable:                              Dependent variable: 

	
	                     Control:        



***Homework for tonight!***

· Using your Cornell notes from today’s lesson, make 4 note cards for your new vocabulary (Variable, Independent Variable, Dependent Variable, and Control)

· On the front of each note card, write the vocabulary word (found on the left side of your Cornell notes from today).

· On the back of each note card, write the definition you’ve copied (found on the right side of your Cornell notes from today).

· You will place your completed note cards on your desk during Tuesday’s catalyst for Ms. McGuirk to check off, and you will study your note cards for your quiz on Thursday!
